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May 9, 2012
Chancellor Gene Block
University of California, Los Angeles
Box 951405
2147 Murphy Hall
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1405
Dear Chancellor Block,
The Coalition to Save the Hannah Carter Japanese Garden was formed earlier this year
in response to the University’s plan to sell the garden rather than maintain it in perpetuity
as pledged in its agreement with Edward Carter. On learning of the University’s plans in
October 2011, the Garden Conservancy and the California Garden and Landscape
History Society requested a meeting with you to discuss alternatives that would keep the
garden open to the public as intended by the Carters. We were not given the opportunity
to have this meeting, and have continued our discussion through the media, letter-writing
and petitions, and website postings.
With more than 2,700 signatures on our online petition protesting the sale, we have also
written to the Board of Regents and to the President of the University of California,
Mark Yudof, asking that the matter of the Hannah Carter Japanese Garden be placed on
the agenda of the Regents’ meeting next week.
In his response dated April 25, 2012 (copy attached), President Yudof recommended that
we continue “discussing the issue with the UCLA campus.” Therefore, we are renewing
our request for a meeting to discuss options for the future of the garden, and urge you to
respect the views and desires of the preservation community that we represent by sitting
down to talk to us.
Each of the Coalition organizations represents thousands of individuals in California and
around the United States who care deeply about saving this important historic garden of
cultural significance, both locally and nationally. We can count on the support of this
network to help us maintain the garden and open it once again for public visitation.
We ask that you start the conversation by meeting with us to work out a mutually
agreeable solution that will address UCLA’s concerns without placing the garden at risk,
including a public-private partnership as we have previously proposed. We would be
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happy to discuss the details of a proposed arrangement through which the University
would continue to own the garden property and a new nonprofit organization formed for
this purpose would raise the funds to maintain it and supervise its care and use. This
option would preserve the integrity of the University’s acceptance of the original gift and
would restore faith in the value of agreements between donors and the University.
As the bids for the property are to be opened on May 23, we urge you to schedule this
meeting as soon as possible. We look forward to your response and to opening the
dialogue to save this cultural treasure.
Sincerely yours,

Antonia Adezio, President, The Garden Conservancy
On behalf of the Coalition to Save the Hannah Carter Japanese Garden
Telephone: 415.441.4300
E-mail: aadezio@gardenconservancy.org

cc:
Mark G. Yudof
Sherry L. Lansing
enclosure

